
Pet ownership in Asia is increasing in line with a growing upper middle class population[1], which 
along with the growth of urban populations is potentially heightening the risk of CVBD spread.

[1] Market intelligence [2] Baneth. Morphologic, molecular and pathogenic description of Babesia negevi sp. nov. a new Babesia species 
infecting dogs [3] https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/immunology-and-microbiology/babesiosis [4] Wang J, et al. The prevalence of 
canine Leishmania infantum infection in western China detected by PCR and serological tests: https://parasitesandvectors.biomedcentral. 
com/articles/10.1186/1756-3305-4-69 (accessed October 2020) [5] Moshfe A et al. Canine visceral leishmaniasis: asymptomatic infected 
dogs as a source of L. infantum infection. Acta Trop. 2009, 112: 101-105. 10.1016/j.actatropica.2009.07.004. [6] Guan LR, Qu JQ, Chai JJ: 
Leishmaniasis in China--present status of prevalence and some suggestions on its control. End Dis Bull. 2000, 15: 49-52 (in Chinese)

CVBDs in Asia

Babesiosis
The expansion of tick vector habitats and 
international travel has driven babesiosis 
across the continent – Babesia gibsoni is 
now endemic in many Asian regions. Dogs 
are infected by at least six well-characterized 
Babesia spp. that cause clinical disease, 
with a new species having recently been 
identified.2 Babesiosis is transmitted primarily 
by its tick vectors, but can also move from 
dog to dog.3

Anaplasmosis 
Found across China, anaplasmosis caused 
by Anaplasma platys is a complex, and 
potentially severe, tick-borne disease which  
affects a dog’s blood clotting function. The  
vector is the brown dog tick, Rhipicephalus 
sanguineus, which can also carry the 
pathogen Ehrlichia canis so co-infection  
can potentially occur in just one bite.

Canine leishmaniosis
Canine leishmaniasis is 
endemic in areas of Western 
China.4 Dogs are the main 
reservoir of Leishmania 
infantum, which is transmitted 
by sand flies.5,6
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WE NEED TO BE 
AWARE...

...of the changing distribution 
of vector-borne pathogens and 
the importance of protecting 
pets from the emerging threat of 
associated diseases.”
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